
Clivia miniata, commonly known as 
Clivia, is a perennial flowering plant 
that belongs to the Amaryllidaceae 
family. It is native to the woodlands of 
South Africa and is named after Lady 
Charlotte Clive, Duchess of 
Northumberland. Clivia is widely 
cultivated as an ornamental plant and 
is appreciated for its beautiful flowers 
and lush foliage. 
 
Clivia plants have long, strap-like 
leaves that are dark green and glossy 
in appearance. The leaves grow in a 
clump from a thick, fleshy rhizome, giving the plant a full and bushy appearance. The leaves 
can reach a length of about 2 to 3 feet (60 to 90 centimetres) and add an attractive touch of 
greenery to any setting. 
 
One of the most striking features of Clivia is its clusters of trumpet-shaped flowers. The 
flowers emerge on sturdy, upright stalks that rise above the foliage. Each cluster contains 
multiple tubular flowers that are usually orange, but there are also cultivars available with 
yellow, peach, or red flowers. The flowers typically bloom in spring or early summer and can 
last for several weeks. 
 
Clivia is an excellent choice for indoor or outdoor cultivation, depending on the climate. It 
thrives in partially shaded areas with filtered light and can tolerate some direct sunlight, 
especially in cooler regions. Clivia prefers well-draining soil and should be watered regularly 
during the growing season but allowed to dry out slightly between waterings. 
 
While Clivia can be grown in containers, it is also well-suited for garden beds, borders, or 
shaded areas where it can form attractive clumps. It is a relatively low-maintenance plant 
and can tolerate neglect to some extent. However, it benefits from occasional fertilization 
with a balanced, slow-release fertilizer to promote healthy growth and flowering. 
 
Clivia plants are known for their longevity and can thrive for many years with proper care. 
They can also produce offsets or suckers, which can be separated and replanted to 
propagate new plants. 
 
In conclusion, Clivia miniata is a beautiful flowering plant appreciated for its vibrant clusters 
of trumpet-shaped flowers and lush, dark green foliage. Its ability to thrive in shaded or 
partially shaded areas makes it a popular choice for adding colour and texture to gardens, 
indoor spaces, or even outdoor patio areas. 


